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WEBSITE PLATFORM 
COMPARISON GUIDE

Platform Selection Cheat Sheet

Platform Best When... Avoid If...

(Theme)

(Custom)

You need a fast, 
affordable marketing site 
with limited complexity

The brand demands 
tailored UX, layout 
control, or integrations

Your client needs 
flexible online selling 
with WordPress CMS

The client wants reliable 
eCommerce with less 
technical oversight

High-SKU clients with B2B 
workflows and system 
integrations

The brand is design-led 
and wants in-house control 
without WordPress

The client needs a custom 
SaaS, dashboard, or data 
workflow tool

The client needs a quick, 
low-cost site and will 
manage it solo

The client wants full 
layout control or custom 
interactions

Timeline or budget are 
highly constrained

The catalog is extremely 
large or requires ERP-
grade integrations

The store needs custom 
checkout logic or heavy 
B2B features

Design flexibility is a 
priority over backend 
structure

They need complex 
logic, integrations, or 
eCommerce scale

They’re expecting a 
traditional marketing site 
or basic store

They need flexibility, 
growth potential, or 
integrations


